
November 9, 2006 

 

Lee Scott 

Chief Executive Officer 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

702 SW 8
th
 Street 

Bentonville, AR 72716-8611 

 

Andrew Ruben 

Vice President for Corporate Strategy and Sustainability  

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

702 SW 8
th
 Street 

Bentonville, AR 72716-8611 

 

 

RE:  Principles for Safe, Healthy, Responsible and Toxic-Free Retail 

 

Dear Mr. Scott and Mr. Ruben:  

 

Over the past decades, thousands of toxic or untested chemicals have been used in the products 

sold in major retail stories and have been placed in workers’ and communities’ environments 

during the production and disposal of products sold in these stores.  We believe the time has 

come for major retailers to take serious action to address the dangers that these toxic chemicals 

pose to consumers, workers and communities around the globe.   

 

Our organizations have therefore signed the attached “Principles for Safe, Healthy, Responsible 

and Toxic-Free Retail,” calling on Wal-Mart and other major retailers to act in a morally 

responsible way by phasing out toxic chemicals.   

 

Specifically, we urge Wal-Mart to protect the health and safety of consumers and workers and 

communities here and abroad by minimizing and eventually eliminating toxic chemicals in the 

products sold in your stores and in the extraction, production, transport, and disposal of those 

products.  We believe that removing toxics from consumer products and production processes 

cannot be effectively undertaken with a piecemeal approach, but rather must be done in a 

comprehensive manner and throughout the supply chain.    

 

We call on you to ensure that these principles are fully and effectively implemented by Wal-Mart 

throughout the supply chain and that any outcomes are subject to monitoring and verification by 

independent, third-party monitors. 

 

We believe that, by taking these actions to phase out dangerous chemicals, retailers can place 

themselves on the cutting edge of toxics policy, avoid legal and financial liabilities, and foresee 

and quickly adopt future regulation.   

 

We look forward to receiving your response to the attached principles by December 15, 2006.  

We plan to educate consumers about Wal-Mart’s plans to implement these principles and phase 

out toxic chemicals.  Please convey your response to David Waskow at Friends of the Earth at 

(202) 222-0716 or dwaskow@foe.org.  
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Sincerely,

David Waskow 

International Program Director 

Friends of the Earth  

 

Lois Gibbs 

Executive Director 

Center for Health, Environment and Justice 

 

Michael Green 

Executive Director 

Center for Environmental Health 

 

Alexandra McPherson 

Project Director, North America 

Clean Production Action 

 

Radhika Sarin 

International Campaign Coordinator 

Earthworks 

 

Bama Athreya 

Executive Director 

International Labor Rights Fund 

 

Li Qiang 

Executive Director 

China Labor Watch 

 

Margaret Reeves 

Senior Scientist/Program Coordinator 

(Community and Environmental Health) 

Pesticide Action Network North America  

Barbara Kyle 

Campaign Coordinator 

Computer TakeBack Campaign 

 

Lynn Thorp  

National Campaigns Coordinator 

Clean Water Action 

 

Erin Thompson  

Regional Campaigns Coordinator 

Women’s Voices for the Earth 

 

Mary Brune 

Co-Founder 

Making Our Milk Safe (MOMS) 

 

Nora Nash 

Director of Corporate Social Responsibility 

Sisters of St Francis of Philadephia 

 

Pamela K. Miller 

Director 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

 

Diane McKeown 

Program Director 

Clean Water Action, Midwest Office 

 

Daniel Parshley 

Project Manager 

Glynn Environmental Coalition 

 

 

cc:   Tyler Elm 

Senior Director, Business Sustainability 

 

Joan Menke-Schaenzer 

Vice President, Food Safety and Security 


